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29 December 53

MEMORAMDUM FOR: Ceneral Counsel - Attention Mr.| | 25X1A¢

BUBJECT t+ Overseas '‘prlication of EZxisting Espionage laws

1. Reference is made to your memorandum, dated 18 December 1953, subject
as above, in vhich you pointed out that there is & serious doubt vhether the
espionage laws of the United States apply outside the U. 8. and its admiralty
and paritime Jurisdiction. You specifically relate this leck of jJurisdiction
to posslible esplonage or carelessness in the loss of defense information
occewrring overseas and involving one of our employees.

2. The general probvlem of protection of clagsified information is one
that receives perennial sttention withip Govermment with & view to additional
legislation. I believe there is currently some consideration being given by
-the Depariment of Justice to possible revisiocns. Therefore, I would suggest
that you check with Mr. Pforzheimer and possibly with the Security Office to
gee if they are aware of any such considerations. If so, it might well be
appropriate for CIA to suggest the possibility of broadening the Jurisdiction
of the present espionage laws.

3. In saddition I should like to refer you to Tab F of the Finel Report
of the legislsative Tesk Force. In Tab F of that report there is suggested '
language for legislation as follows: "CIA employees are subject to duly
authorized security regulations relating to the responsgibility of the Director
of Central Intelligence for protection of intelligence scurces snd methods
from unauthorized disclogure.” It ia pointed out that such a provieion would
tie in our security regulations to the statutory responsidbility of the DCI and
thus give some legal strength in the event of & presecution. It would seem -
that 1f some such language were to became llaw! i1t would in a large meagure \
overcome the Jurigdictionsl lack of the present esplonage laws as fa.r as CIA
18 concerned. ‘ \

L. 1In connection with your current work in drafting legislation, 1t is ~
suggested that you consider whether the suggested language sbove is sufficient
to accomplish the desired purposes. By incorporation of some such languaae
in the final legislative proposals for the forthcoming year, we can put this )

item on the table for discuasinn L :
25X1 .
{ \
JOHE 5. WARRER '
J8W:d jm lutive Officer, DD/A
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